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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (it known) PHYSICAL, APPEARANCE

The Edwards-Fowler home is located in the Dutch Valley area of 
Anderson County. Directly behind the home rises Walden Ridge which 
separates the coal mining area of the county from the rural and urban 
areas.

The home, of Federal design, was built between 1835 and 1838 by 
slave labor. The slaves quarried the limestone for the basement and 
burned all the bricks for the house. Both the clay and the limestone 
were extracted from sites near the home. The exterior walls are 4 
bricks thick and the interior walls 3 bricks thick. All walls with 
the exception of one wooden separation wall on the second floor are 
structural.

For the most part the house is in quite good shape, although some 
settling has occurred. The grounds have been well maintained. There 
are two large hemlocks and a large magnolia in the front yard, and in 
the side yard there is a male holly tree almost as tall as the house. 
There are several flower gardens as well as a vegetable garden on the 
grounds.

The interior has been worked on through the years and all the fire 
places with the exception of the large kitchen fireplace have been 
bricked up to keep the house from losing too much of its gas-supplied 
heat. The front portion of the house has full 14 foot ceilings in 
both the downstairs and the upstairs. In the back section, or the 
ell of the house, the original upstairs slave quarters have been ex 
tensively worked on by the Fowlers. The floors have been sanded down 
to thair natural pine finish and the room has been decorated with pre- 
Civil War antique Ifurniture. ---••• -

Although the woodwork in the house is not particularly ornate, it is 
interesting to note that the mantels, closets, and trim are primarily 
done in cherry. On some of the closet doors the cherry board measures 
a full 18 inches across.

Both the front and back porches have been replaced several times. 
The roof of the front porch was built in the 1950 T s replacing an 
Italianate style roof. The back porch is in the process of being 
replaced.
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STATEMENT.OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Edwards-Fowler home is located in Anderson County which before 
the coming of TVA and Oak Ridge was one of the poorest counties in 
the State. The county is not blessed with particularly fertile soil 
and therefore was not developed very extensively. Also, much of 
Anderson County T s heritage has been destroyed either through fire, 
"progress," or neglect. The Fowler home is the only pre-Civil War 
building left in the county which has maintained its basic integrity 
through the years.

James Ross was the first white man to settle in the area, having 
moved from Virginia in the 1790 f s. His log cabin was a few hundred 
yards northeast of the Fowler home. In the early 1800 T s the Louis 
ville-Nashville stagecoach line came through and Ross obtained the 
contract for overnight stays. From his profits Ross bought land, 
eventually acquiring over 1,000 acres. In the late 182Q f s Ross T s 
daughter, Nicely, married a man named Edwards. As a wedding'present 
James Ross gave his son-in-law about 300( acres of land and a number 
of slaves. It was on this land and with these slaves that tdwards 
began to build what is now the Edwards-Fowler home. The foundations 
of the slave cabins are still visible and there is a slave cemetery 
near the ridge in back of the house.

All the material for the house was secured on site except the hard 
ware and glass for the windows which came from Louisville. About 
one-third of the glass now in the house is original.

The home remained in the Edwards family until the early 1900 T s when 
it was purchased by the East Tennessee Nursery Company. Sam Fowler, 
Sr., a partner in the firm, then moved in and it has been in the Fowler 
family since.

The area soon became known as the Fowler Community because of the 
school which Sam Fowler started and taught. The school burned in 
1929 and the house never regained its place as a center of social 
life in the area. It remains, however, as a landmark in the area, 
significant architecturally because it is the only example of early 
Federal architecture in the county.
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